
First Nation Group is proud to introduce April’s
Employee Spotlight, Tomas Jurado! Tomas was
born in Ecuador, South America, and moved to the
states when he was 10. He now resides in Florida,
where he plays a key role in the First Nation Group
sales team as the Regional Sales Manager in the
Fort Myers office. If you happen to meet him in Fort
Myers, you will most likely find him out on the
water, with his family and dogs, or riding around in
his Jeep. Tomas is the perfect example of someone
you want as a colleague and a friend. 

Not only does Tomas always go that extra mile to
ensure Veterans get exceptional care, but he is
known around First Nation Group for putting a
smile on people’s faces. We couldn’t think of a
better employee to feature during National Humor
Month.

REGIONAL SALES
MANAGER

From: Ecuador, South
America

Located: Fort Myers 

Favorite Hobbies:
Saltwater Fly Fishing,
Boating, Jeeps, and
Beer

Favorite Nonprofit(s): 
Fish with A Hero and
Project Healing
Waters Fly Fishing, Inc.
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You are originally from Ecuador, what
stood out to you most when you
moved to the US? 

FREEDOM!!! You are able to do so much
in this country that others can’t even
imagine possible. We have so many
resources here that make even the little
things much easier and enjoyable. For
example, if you want to go fishing, you
have all the fishing equipment you can
ever imagine readily available. If you
want to go to dinner, the beach, the
movies, there isn’t much you have to
plan for. In other third world countries
even if you have the means, you have to
worry about safety and you never want
to stand out because you become a
target.

What are your "go-to" travel locations
and why?

I really enjoy going down to the
Florida Keys. There is just so much to
do in water, and I can bring my own
boat. I also enjoy Europe, the culture is
great and easy to hop around
countries.

Do you have a favorite First Nation
Group memory that stands out to
you?

Yes, I have two that stand out. First,
Glenn hired me on his birthday, big
win for him! Second, the National
Veterans Summer Sports Clinic in San
Diego with Mindy, Tara, and Jeff. This
was not only fun, but I got to
experience the harsh reality Veterans
with PTSD and other physical injuries.
Changed my life, not only, I am more
appreciative of all the great things I
have including mental health and all
my limbs.

Favorite Comedies:

The Hangover

Happy Gilmore

Caddyshack 

Shrek 

#NationalHumorMonth



You said you have a passion for Jeeps
and Saltwater Fly Fishing, where does
this come from?

When I was a kid, my father always
owned off-road vehicles and enjoyed
taking them to the mountains in
Ecuador. He was more of a Toyota guy
because that’s what is mostly used
outside of the US. I remember being 8/9
years old and barely able to touch the
pedals (that has not changed much, I
still struggle with reaching the pedals
and seeing over the steering wheel) and
driving my father’s Landcruiser around
for hours until I either hit something, or
my mother found out. These days I
don’t do any off-roading, but I enjoy
beach cruising and bar crawling… Fly
fishing is mostly a result of many years
of simply fishing. I did all kinds of
fishing growing up in Florida, and it is
normal human nature to always seek a
new challenge and develop new skills -
we always want more. I was tired of just
“catching fish.” It becomes really easy to
catch fish when you do it so much and
so often, so I needed a challenge. Well,
yeah, fly fishing is challenging, you have
to tie your own flies, learn how to cast,
learn about all the different rod
weights, line weights, leader lengths,
leader diameters, once you have 

mastered all of that, you can finally
start looking for fish. I say “looking”
because you literally have to visually
find the fish so that you can sight cast -  
think of it more like hunting with a bow
and arrow. You are sight casting at fish
that you find in super shallow water,
which means you have to find a sunny
day with no cloud cover, wind, or
anything else that may keep you from
seeing the fish. You also have to learn
how to entice the fish to eat the fly that
you tied, and you better hope you tied
on the right fly. Oh yeah, I mentioned
shallow water, you have to have the
right skiff to float super shallow so that
you can quietly stalk the fish.… the list
goes on, and on. So yes, I found a new
challenge, and I am passionate about
becoming good at it, because who
wants to suck… right?!?! I have recently
started tournament fly fishing and have
won the last 2 of 3 legs of the
tournament, so I am feeling fairly
optimistic. Tarpon season is right
around the corner, and that may crush
my optimism. I am fishing against a
group of really talented and
experienced guys and gals, so I am just
asking for trouble.



 became involved with both
organizations. I am actively working
and volunteering with Fish with A Hero.
We have bi-weekly calls with Veterans
to talk about fly fishing, teach them
how to tie flies, build rods, and I will be
taking Veterans out on my boat in the
coming months.

What do you love most about working
at First Nation Group?

The culture. Everybody is so respectful
and down to earth. It’s just easy to be
yourself and embrace the culture! I
mean seriously, I am myself all the time
and I’m still around, that says A LOT!
Another thing that I really enjoy is the
culture of giving, all types of giving.
Veterans, charities, employee match… I
am a very generous person, and it feels
good to work for a company that loves
to give.

Tell us about your love for dogs! Do
you have any, what are their names,
their favorite activities, etc.

Yes, I have three dogs; one Nova Scotia
Duck Tolling Retriever, her name is
Bella Chickenfinger Mozzarella, and I
like to call her Cheeky. She is turning
seven years old October 23rd, and I’ve
had her since she was seven months
old. I got her for $150 from a very
sketchy dude, who I believe was using
her as a bait dog, to train other dogs to
fight. NOT GOOD. Cheeky is my girl, and
over the years, she has been my
coworker, assistant, consultant,
therapist, and most importantly, my
loyal friend. Two that’s right - two Silky
Terriers, brother, and sister. Charlotte
and Finnigan, they are five months old,
and we flew all the way up to Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, on one of the
coldest days of the year, to pick them
up, February 5th to be exact. Charlotte
is 4.8lbs and Finnigan is 6.8lbs.
Charlotte will be my new skiff dog,
because Finnigan is scared of
everything and gets motion sickness.

Do you have a specific nonprofit that
you are passionate about supporting?

Fish with A Hero and Project Healing
Waters Fly Fishing, Inc. I recently

What are your "must haves" when traveling for work?

Underwear and mobile hotspot.

What is your favorite thing about living in Florida?

The water and we don't have real cold winters.



What is your least favorite thing about
living in Florida?

Snowbirds during the winter and the
humidity in the summer.

You said you love to make friends with
strangers. Do you have any cool or
memorable stories/interactions that
came from meeting a random person?

Oh wow… almost everything in my life
has come from randomly talking to
strangers.

What has been your biggest success
since starting at First Nation Group?

My biggest success since starting at
FN... this is a hard question! But lucky
for you - I have an answer! Learning
about the Department of Defense!
That’s it, it was very challenging and
confusing at first, but I finally feel I have
all the tools and enough knowledge to
make a difference. Who doesn’t like a
good challenge right?!?! There are many
challenges when selling to the DoD. As
you may already know, everything in 

the DoD takes FOREVER, and figuring
out ways to speed up the
procurement process is key! Another
major challenge is gaining access to
Army, Navy, Air Force bases, more
often than not, you must have a
sponsor to be able to access the base,
very hard to cold call. Naval bases are
by far the toughest, and Air Force the
easiest, Army bases are hit or miss.
This is all part of the fun though, I
thoroughly enjoy the hunt, kinda like
chasing spooky fish on a calm day...
you can see them, but can’t touch
them, unless you deliver the perfect
execution. I feel very fortunate to be
tasked with the DoD initiative, and my
goal is to grow this business to the
point it becomes a very impactful
piece of our business. 


